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Johanna E. Markind (Pro Hac Vice to be filed)  
THE DEBORAH PROJECT, INC. 
P.O. Box 212  
Merion Station, PA 19066  
Tel.: (610) 880-0100  
Email: JohannaMarkind@deborahproject.org  

David A. DeGroot, Cal. Bar No. 168073 
DEGROOT LEGAL  
161 29th Street  
San Francisco, California 94110  
Tel.:  (415) 824-4662  
Email: david@degrootlegal.com 

Attorneys for Petitioner-Plaintiff  
THE DEBORAH PROJECT, INC. 

SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 
COUNTY OF SANTA CLARA 

: 
THE DEBORAH PROJECT, INC., :   CASE NO. 
   A Maryland non-profit corporation, :  

: 
Petitioner-Plaintiff, : 

: 
v. :  PETITION FOR WRIT OF MANDATE 

:  OR, IN THE ALTERNATIVE, 
MOUNTAIN VIEW-LOS ALTOS  :  COMPLAINT FOR DECLARATORY  
   UNION HIGH SCHOOL DISTRICT,  :  AND INJUNCTIVE RELIEF  

: 
Respondent-Defendant. : 

__________________________________________: 

INTRODUCTION 

1. Pursuant to Government Code §§ 7920.000 et seq., Petitioner-Plaintiff The Deborah

Project petitions this court for declaratory relief and a writ of mandate requiring Respondent-

Defendant Mountain View-Los Altos Union High School District (“MV-LAUHSD”) to promptly 

and substantively respond to requests made by Petitioner for certain public records and provide 

responsive records as required under the California Public Records Act (Gov. Code § 7920.000 et 

seq.)(“CPRA”). Petitioner also seeks issuance of a writ under those provisions of the California 

Constitution securing public access to government documents and records. See Cal. Const., Art 1 § 

3(b)(1). 
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2. Petitioner-Plaintiff The Deborah Project (“TDP”) is a public interest law firm which

defends the civil rights of people victimized by antisemitism and anti-Zionism.  TDP issued a 

Public Records Request to MV-LAUHSD seeking information about an overtly anti-Israel, 

antisemitic and anti-Zionist teaching program at MV-LAUHSD the use of which is, as more fully 

alleged below, explicitly barred by California law.  In addition to its explicitly biased and 

discriminatory content, that program’s promoters have publicly urged that teachers using these 

teaching materials hide the materials, and their use in the classroom, from parents, the public, and 

School District supervisory employees who would put a stop to the materials’ illegal use. 

Respondent-Defendant MV-LAUHSD has completely failed to make any substantive response to 

TDP’s Public Record Request, thereby leaving TDP with no choice other than to initiate this legal 

action to enforce its right to, and MV-LAUHSD’s obligation to provide, a complete response. 

NATURE OF THE ACTION 

3. This Petition, and the Public Records Act requests enforced by this Petition, are

brought to secure MV-LAUHSD’s compliance with its duty publicly to disclose documents relating 

to teaching in MV-LAUHSD’s publicly financed public schools about the subject of Ethnic Studies 

in general, and about Israel, Palestinian Arabs, as well as  Zionism, and about Israeli-Americans,.  

4. MV-LAUHSD signed a contract obliging it to pay tens of thousands of dollars of

public money to an entity – the Acosta Educational Partnership (“AEP”) – which promotes the 

teaching of a uniquely antisemitic view about the Jewish commitment to Zion. On March 20, 2023, 

a newspaper reported that MV-LAUHD had contracted to pay $45,000 to AEP. 

5. Curtis Acosta, founder and executive director of AEP, reportedly contributes to a

“pro-Palestine” blog founded by AEP employee Samia Shoman.1  

6. Shoman served on the state’s advisory committee for the state’s 2019 draft Ethnic

Studies Model Curriculum (hereinafter, “Draft Model Curriculum”). Shoman is also Co-

Coordinator of the Teach Palestine project of the Middle East Children’s Alliance, which promotes 

1 Jennah Pendleton, MVLA fires consultant amid ethnic studies curriculum debate, LOS ALTOS
TOWN CRIER (March 20, 2023), https://www.losaltosonline.com/news/mvla-fires-consultant-amid-
ethnic-studies-curriculum-debate/article_10ebaa08-c76d-11ed-857f-cf45df898387.html.  
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inserting an antisemitic anti-Israel curriculum into kindergarten-through-twelfth-grade classrooms 

as the only correct view about the issues it discusses; and Co-Lead of Arab American Studies for 

the Liberated Ethnic Studies Model Curriculum Consortium (“LESMCC”), which promotes 

teaching the Draft Model Curriculum and also promotes the practice of hiding the teaching of these 

views from parents, the public, and any supervisory school employees who might be opposed to the 

teaching of this view.   

7. Created in 2019, the Draft Model Curriculum was widely criticized by Jewish and

non-Jewish organizations and leaders because it contained anti-Israel and antisemitic anti-Zionist 

material.  The Draft Model Curriculum was ultimately vetoed by Gov. Gavin Newsom, who called 

it biased, bigoted, and discriminatory, as more fully alleged below. 

8. The Draft Model Curriculum’s teaching on these subjects is barred by California

law: not only by its general provisions proscribing the teaching of bias on the basis of nationality, 

ethnicity and religion, but also by the specific provisions of A.B. 101, which was adopted by the 

California legislature, and signed by Governor Newsom, precisely because it had been modified 

explicitly to bar the teaching about the Jewish State which the Draft Model Curriculum advocates 

and for which Shoman was largely responsible. 

9. Specifically, A.B. 101, the law adding ethnic studies to California’s high school

graduation requirements, prohibits using biased materials and states that it is the legislature’s intent 

not to use the original draft model curriculum rejected in 2019, because of concerns that it is 

discriminatory: 

(v) Curriculum, instruction, and instructional materials for a course described in
clause (ii) shall meet all of the following requirements:

(I) Be appropriate for use with pupils of all races, religions, nationalities,
genders, sexual orientations, and diverse ethnic and cultural
backgrounds, pupils with disabilities, and English learners.

(II) Not reflect or promote, directly or indirectly, any bias, bigotry, or
discrimination against any person or group of persons on the basis of
any category protected by Section 220.

(III) Not teach or promote religious doctrine.

(vi) It is the intent of the Legislature that local educational agencies, including
charter schools, consider that, pursuant to Section 51226.7, the Instructional
Quality Commission undertook a lengthy, thorough, deliberative, and
inclusive process before submitting a model curriculum in ethnic studies to
the state board. To the extent that local educational agencies, including

The Deborah Project
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charter schools, choose to locally develop an ethnic studies program for 
approval by their governing board or governing body, it is the intent of the 
Legislature that local educational agencies not use the portions of the draft 
model curriculum that were not adopted by the Instructional Quality 
Commission due to concerns related to bias, bigotry, and discrimination.2  

10. Gov. Newsom quoted this statutory language in his October 8, 2021 signing

statement, which read: 

I appreciate that the legislation provides a number of guardrails to ensure that 
courses will be free from bias or bigotry and appropriate for all students. The bill 
also expresses the Legislature’s intent that courses should not include portions of the 
initial draft curriculum that had been rejected by the Instructional Quality 
Commission due to concerns related to bias, bigotry, and discrimination.3  

11. Regarding bias generally, Section 220 of the state’s education code explicitly states:

No person shall be subjected to discrimination on the basis of disability, gender,
gender identity, gender expression, nationality, race or ethnicity, religion, sexual
orientation, or any other characteristic that is contained in the definition of hate
crimes set forth in Section 422.55 of the Penal Code in any program or activity
conducted by an educational institution that receives, or benefits from, state financial
assistance or enrolls pupils who receive state student financial aid.4

12. Furthermore, the state’s education code expressly prohibits teachers from teaching

bias and prohibits school boards from adopting instructional materials that promote bias: 

51500 A teacher shall not give instruction and a school district shall not sponsor any 
activity that promotes a discriminatory bias on the basis of race or ethnicity, 
gender, religion, disability, nationality, or sexual orientation, or because of a 
characteristic listed in Section 220. 

51501 The state board and any governing board shall not adopt any textbooks or 
other instructional materials for use in the public schools that contain any 
matter reflecting adversely upon persons on the basis of race or ethnicity, 
gender, religion, disability, nationality, or sexual orientation, or because of a 
characteristic listed in Section 220.5 

2 California Assembly Bill No. 101, § 51225.3(1)(G)(vi) (October 8, 2021) (amending Education 
Code §§ 51225.3 and 51226.7) (emphasis added), available online at 
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202120220AB101. 

3 Hon. Gavin Newsom, Governor of California, Signing Statement for Assembly Bill 101 (Oct. 8, 
2021), available at https://www.gov.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/AB-101-Signing-Message-
PDF.pdf. 

4 Cal. Educ. Code § 220, available at 
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displayText.xhtml?lawCode=EDC&division=1.&title
=1.&part=1.&chapter=2.&article=3.  

5 Cal. Educ. Code §§ 51500 and 51500, available at  
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?sectionNum=51500&lawCode=
EDC and 
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13. LESMCC, of which AEP employee Shoman is Co-Lead of Arab American Studies,

has publicly admitted its opposition to the state’s decision to oppose teaching of the Draft Model 

Curriculum. LESMCC’s raison d’être is to promote the teaching of the contents of the Draft Model 

Curriculum, including specifically the material that the legislature and governor found to be biased, 

bigoted, and discriminatory. See, e.g., Liberated Ethnic Studies Model Curriculum website, 

“LESMC Story” (attached hereto as Exhibit “A”).6 

14. The LESMCC, of which AEP employee Shoman is Co-Lead of Arab American

Studies, explicitly teaches that the decision made by the California government to alter the ethnic 

studies curriculum that they drafted is wrong and was caused by “[t]he state’s submission to 

rightwing demagogues and lobbyists.”  See LESMC Story at A-000004 (Exhibit “A”).  

15. AEP-employee Shoman reportedly played a leading role in developing the anti-Israel

component of the Draft Model Curriculum.  Her public statements make clear that she believes that 

all Zionist ideas, history and claims are false, immoral, and should never be presented as credible in 

any classroom.7 

16. During a webinar held February 7, 2021, AEP-employee and Draft Model

Curriculum lead Shoman reportedly displayed a slide that expressly stated, “Zionists have no place 

in the classroom!”8 

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?sectionNum=51501.&nodeTree
Path=2.3.4.5.1&lawCode=EDC.  

6 Available at https://www.liberatedethnicstudies.org/lesmc-story.html, archived at 
http://web.archive.org/web/20230321181825/https://www.liberatedethnicstudies.org/lesmc-
story.html.  

7 See, e.g., CAMERA Education Institute Staff, Under the Radar: Ethnic Studies Activists Push 
Anti-Israel Content Into Schools, COMMITTEE FOR ACCURACY IN MIDDLE EAST REPORTING AND
ANALYSIS (CAMERA) (January 12, 2023), https://www.camera.org/article/under-the-radar-ethnic-
studies-activists-push-anti-israel-content-into-american-schools/; Gabe Stutman, Bay Area 
lawmaker hears community concerns on ethnic studies draft, J. THE JEWISH NEWS OF NORTHERN
CALIFORNIA (September 17, 2019), https://jweekly.com/2019/09/17/bay-area-lawmaker-hears-
community-concerns-on-ethnic-studies-curriculum/.  

8 The slide is pictured on the Alliance for Constructive Ethnic Studies (ACES) website, “Jewish 
Community Concerns” webpage, at https://www.calethstudies.org/ethnic-studies-jewish-
community.  
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17. LESMCC, of which AEP employee Shoman is Co-Lead of Arab American Studies, 

explicitly instructs teachers using its curriculum and teaching materials to hide what they are doing 

from the public, parents, and School District supervisors.  LESMCC teaching materials advise 

teachers to ask themselves: “if you tell [others] about your plans,” is the teacher’s “administration 

likely to be supportive?” If not, teachers are advised that they may well be “better off trying to fly 

under the radar.” See Preparing to Teach Palestine: A Toolkit (hereinafter “Teach Palestine”)9 at B-

08 (attached to this Petition-Complaint as Exhibit “B”).10   

18. Similarly, the materials put out by LESMCC, of which AEP employee Shoman is 

Co-Lead of Arab American Studies, advise teachers to teach Liberated Ethnic Studies in secret if 

that is the course most likely to allow such teaching at all: “Be Strategic!” Teach Palestine at B-07 

(Exhibit “B”).  Perhaps, LESMCC recommends, teachers should take as role models other “teachers 

who shut their doors and teach their students liberatory [sic] curriculum.”  Teach Palestine at B-12 

(Exhibit “B”).  

19. According to minutes from the November 17, 2022, meeting of its Board of 

Trustees, Mountain View-Los Altos Union High School District unanimously voted to approve a 

contract with Acosta Educational Partnership to “provide support to ethnic studies teachers for the 

2022-2023 school year.” See November 17, 2022, meeting minutes at C000006 (attached to this 

Petition-Complaint as Exhibit “C”).11 

 

9 Shoman is also Co-Coordinator of the Teach Palestine project of the Middle East Children’s 
Alliance. 
 
10 This material was removed from the LESMCC website some time during 2022, but was retrieved 
using the Wayback Machine, a digital archive of the World Wide Web. It was previously located at 
http://www.liberatedethnicstudies.org/teach-palestine.html, 
http://www.liberatedethnicstudies.org/teach-palestine1.html, 
http://www.liberatedethnicstudies.org/teach-palestine2.html, 
http://www.liberatedethnicstudies.org/teach-palestine3.html, 
http://www.liberatedethnicstudies.org/teach-palestine4.html, and 
http://www.liberatedethnicstudies.org/teach-palestine5.html.  
 
11 The minutes were found online at 
https://www.mvla.net/documents/Governance/Board%20Meeting%20Minutes%202022-
2023/Approved-MVLA-Board-Meeting-Minutes-2022-11-17-Signed.pdf. The reference to the 
contract with Acosta Educational Partnership is found on page 6. 
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20. On March 20, 2023, the Los Alton Town Crier, a community newspaper, disclosed

that MV-LAUHS entered into a $45,000 ethnic studies contract with AEP, and that MV-LAUHS 

had since terminated its contract after completing payment to AEP.12  

21. The March 20 newspaper article did not provide a reason for MV-LAUHS’s

termination of the AEP contract, but did include the following: 

recently some local residents and statewide organizations have voiced opposition to 
both the curriculum and Acosta Educational Partnership, the consulting agency the 
district hired to train ethnic studies teachers.  

Advocates attended board meetings last month to express their outrage at the 
district’s relationship with AEP, which MVLA [Mountain View Los Altos High 
School District] hired in November, because of the organization’s alleged history of 
antisemitism. A letter to Superintendent Nellie Meyer and the board penned by 
MVLA parent Lia Rensin urged the district to end its contract with AEP and 
postpone implementation of the full ethnic studies course until administrators 
reassess the curriculum. Hundreds of people from within and outside the MVLA 
community co-signed the letter… 

The allegations of antisemitism mainly stem from AEP’s association with Samia 
Shoman, a San Mateo-based educator who served on the state’s advisory committee 
for the Ethnic Studies Model Curriculum draft created in 2019 that was publicly 
panned by Jewish groups for containing anti-Zionist material. Gov. Gavin Newsom 
ultimately vetoed the draft, calling it offensive. 

22. As more fully alleged below, Petitioner served upon Respondent a set of Public

Record Act requests which, among other things, include within their scope records relating to the 

terms of the contract between MV-LAUHSD and AEP; the formation of that contract; and the 

actions taken by MV-LAUHSD and AEP pursuant to that contract.  The above facts make clear that 

MV-LAUHSD necessarily has documents responsive to Petitioner’s requests.

23. Indeed, while the contract was apparently terminated, no public information

discloses whether AEP completed the work it was retained to do; what AEP work product and/or 

information was imparted to MV-LAUHSD; and how that work product and/or information is being 

used or what plans MV-LAUHSD may have for its future use.   

24. Santa Clara County is home to a substantial population of Jewish-Americans and a

substantial population of Israeli-Americans.  These citizens of California are fully entitled to ensure 

12 Pendleton, supra, at https://www.losaltosonline.com/news/mvla-fires-consultant-amid-ethnic-
studies-curriculum-debate/article_10ebaa08-c76d-11ed-857f-cf45df898387.html.  
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that the public schools of this County do not preach bias against them on the basis of their 

nationality, ethnicity, or religion.  And they are fully entitled to know whether that right is being 

fulfilled by the public schools of this County.  

25. As more fully alleged below, Respondent acknowledged its receipt of Petitioner’s 

PRA requests, but failed to respond to them, and has produced absolutely no documents, thereby 

preventing Petitioner, and the public—including the parents of children enrolled in MV-

LAUHSD—from learning what MV-LAUHSD is actually teaching on these topics, and whether 

MV-LAUHSD is complying with the mandates of California law barring the teaching of antisemitic 

material and material that discriminates against Israeli-Americans and against the commitment to 

Zionism. 

PARTIES 

26. Petitioner-Plaintiff The Deborah Project, Inc., is a non-profit, tax-exempt 

organization, recognized under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code and organized under 

the laws of the state of Maryland, which is dedicated to uncovering, publicizing, and dismantling 

antisemitic abuses in educational systems.  

27. The Deborah Project is a member of the public under the CPRA, Gov. Code § 

7920.520. 17.  

28. The Deborah Project is beneficially interested in the outcome of these proceedings 

and has a clear, present, and substantial right to the relief sought herein and has no adequate remedy 

at law apart from that sought in this Petition. 

29. Respondent-Defendant MV-LAUHSD is and at all relevant times has been a “local 

agency” as that term is defined in California Government Code § 7920.510. MV-LAUHSD operates 

public schools in (part of) Santa Clara County, California. Respondent-Defendant MV-LAUHSD is 

the legal custodian of the records at issue in this lawsuit. MV-LAUHSD maintains its primary 

administrative offices at 1299 Bryant Avenue Mountain View, California, 94040, is a legal resident 

of Santa Clara County, California, and is amenable to service of process in Santa Clara County. 
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JURISDICTION AND VENUE 

30. This Court has jurisdiction over this matter pursuant to Section 10 of Article VI of

the California Constitution, Code of Civil Procedure sections 1085 and 1060, and California 

Government Code sections 7923.000 through 7923.115. 

31. Venue is proper in this Court as Respondent-Defendant and the public records at

issue are located within the County of Santa Clara, and events giving rise to the claims occurred in 

the County of Santa Clara. 

DISCLOSURE REQUIREMENTS UNDER THE  

CALIFORNIA PUBLIC RECORDS ACT 

32. The State of California enacted its Public Records Act for the explicit purpose of

increasing freedom of information by giving the public access to information in possession of 

public agencies. See CBS, Inc. v. Block, 42 Cal 3d. 646,651 (1986). The California legislature 

proclaimed that “[i]mplicit in the democratic process is the notion that government should be 

accountable for its actions. In order to verify accountability,” the legislature continued, the public 

“must have access to government files. Such access permits checks against the arbitrary exercise of 

official power and secrecy in the political process.” CBS, 42 Cal.3d at 651.  

33. The CPRA requires that all records “containing information relating to the conduct

of the public’s business prepared, owned, used, or retained by any state or local agency” must be 

made publicly available for inspection and copying upon request, unless those records are exempt 

from disclosure. Gov. Code §§ 7922.525(a)-(b); 7920.530. If a Respondent claims that some 

documents are exempt from disclosure, it must disclose all non-exempt material. Gov. Code § 

792.525.  

34. “All public records are subject to disclosure unless the Legislature has expressly

provided to the contrary.” Sierra Club v Superior Court, 57 Cal.4th 157, 165-66 (2013).  

35. If a Respondent claims that any request is completely or in part denied, that must be

in writing and must set forth the names and titles or position of each person responsible for the 

denial. Gov. Code §§ 7922.540 (a)-(b).  

The Deborah Project
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36. Should the CPRA requestor prevail in litigation, “the court shall award court costs

and attorney fees to the requestor.” Gov. Code §7923.115(a).  

37. The California Constitution also guarantees that the records of public agencies be

open to the public. Laws such as the CPRA must be “broadly construed” if it furthers the people’s 

right to access and “narrowly construed” if it limits the right of access. Cal. Const. Art. 1, §3(b)(2). 

FACTUAL ALLEGATIONS 

38. On February 23, 2023, The Deborah Project submitted a written CPRA request to

Respondent-Defendant MV-LAUHSD by email, seeking the disclosure of four (4) categories of 

public records. (A copy of Petitioner-Plaintiff’s February 23 cover email and request letter are 

attached to this Petition-Complaint as Exhibits “D” and “E”, respectively.)  

39. As set forth in the request letter (Exhibit “E”), the request sought the following

documents from January 1, 2018, until the present:  

a. All public records relating to teaching about or preparing to teach about, any 
of the following: “Ethnic Studies,” “Zionism,” “Zionists,” “Israel,” 
“Palestine,” “Palestinians,” “Arabs,” “Arab-Americans” in your school 
district, including but not limited to all training materials presented (including 
but not limited to those handed out) to those attending the Ethnic Studies 
training by Acosta Educational Partners on January 9 and January 30, 20223.

b. Public records sufficient to show the identity of all persons responsible in 
whole or in part for determining the content of your district’s teaching 
materials about or relating to any of the following: “Ethnic Studies,” 
”Zionism,” “Zionists,” “Israel,” “Palestine,” “Palestinians,” “Arabs” and 
“Arab-Americans,” and how those persons were selected for this task, 
including their connection to and knowledge about the field of ethnic studies.

c. All public records relating to the consultation by your district and/or 
employees of your school district with any non-school district employees 
regarding the teaching of or preparing to teach about any of the following: 
“Ethnic Studies,” “Zionists,” “Zionism,” “Israel,” “Palestine,” “Palestinians,” 
“Arabs” and “Arab-Americans.”

d. All public records relating to the consultation by your district and/or 
employees of your school district with any non-school district employees 
regarding the teaching of or preparing to teach about any of the following: 
“Ethnic Studies,” “Zionists,” “Zionism,” “Israel,” “Palestine,” “Palestinians,” 
“Arabs” and “Arab-Americans.”

40. As set forth below, the CPRA requires local agencies to determine, within not more

than ten (10) days from receipt of a CPRA request, whether the records sought are disclosable 

public records in its possession, to notify the requestor promptly of its determination and the 

The Deborah Project
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reasons therefore, and to state the estimated date and time when the records will be made available. 

See Cal. Gov’t Code § 7922.535(a)-(b) (previously codified at § 6253(c)). “In unusual 

circumstances,” the agency may request and obtain a fourteen (14) day extension, “setting forth the 

reasons for the extension and the date on which a determination is expected to be dispatched. No 

notice shall specify a date that would result in an extension for more than 14 days.” Id. 

41. Respondent-Defendant MV-LAUHSD failed to provide any response whatsoever

within ten days of The Deborah Project’s request submission. 

42. On March 29, 2023, or 34 days after Petitioner-Plaintiff had submitted its CPRA

request, MV-LAUHSD sent The Deborah Project an email that failed to state whether it had 

disclosable records, let alone to identify when those records would be produced. Instead, the letter 

asserted that MV-LAUHSD “hopes” it will be “able to determine whether it is in possession of 

public records by April 7, 2023.” (A copy of Respondent-Defendant’s March 29 email is attached to 

this Petition-Complaint as Exhibit “F”.) 

43. Citing the previous statute (Government Code section 6253(c), which has been

recodified at Cal. Gov’t Code § 7922.535(a)-(b)), MV-LAUHSD’s March 29 letter asserted also 

that its response time “may be extended up to fourteen (14) days,” but failed actually to request the 

extension – which time frame MV-LAUHSD had already exceeded in any case.  

44. April 7, 2023, came and went with no further response and no documents

forthcoming from Respondent-Defendant MV-LAUHS to Petitioner-Plaintiff The Deborah Project. 

45. It has been more than 14 weeks since Petitioner delivered its set of CPRA requests to

MV-LAUHSD. That period is well beyond the length of time in which a public agency such as MV-

LAUHSD is required to respond to a request made pursuant to the CPRA. The Deborah Project has

received no communication whatsoever from MV-LAUHSD since its March 29, 2023 email.

46. In addition to having a statutorily-mandated right to a response to its requests, there

is strong reason to believe MV-LAUHSD has responsive documents. 

47. The documents referenced above, in particular, the meeting minutes (Exhibit “C”)

and Pendleton article (cited in footnote 1, supra), demonstrate that MV-LAUHSD indeed has 

records responsive to each of the four categories requested, including but not limited to: the contract 

The Deborah Project
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or contracts with AEP, any change orders, and payment records; records of MV-LAUHSD’s actual 

consultation with AEP (and any other consultants), including assistance in the development of 

lesson plans, curriculum content and source material; records identifying all persons responsible for 

determining the content of MV-LAUHSD’s teaching materials about ethnic studies, Israel, Zionism, 

Palestine, and/or the Palestinians; and most likely also records relating to the curriculum MV-

LAUHSD has developed or bought that teaches about Israel, Zionism, Palestine, and/or 

Palestinians, and actual course syllabi. 

48. An article in the Mountain View High School student newspaper adds, “According

to an email from MVLA Board President Phil Faillace, MVLA had received services from AEP and 

is making a final payment to the organization.”13 That article states further: 

Julie Yick, Ethnic Studies task force head and Ethnic Studies teacher, said the 
partnership between the MVLA district and AEP followed a heavy research process. 
The process, according to Yick, included follow up conversations, emails, and 
documentation of those conversations and emails. 

49. Plainly, MV-LAUHSD has responsive documents.

50. For the reasons listed above, Mountain View-Los Altos Union High School

District’s failure to provide a timely, substantive response to The Deborah Project’s February 23 

PRA request set constitutes an unlawful and ongoing violation of the California Public Records Act. 

FIRST CAUSE OF ACTION 

(Writ of Mandate For Violation of Public Records Act,  

Cal. Gov’t Code §§ 7920.000 et seq.  

51. The Deborah Project incorporates by reference the allegations contained in

paragraphs 1 through 50 above as though fully set forth at length herein. 

52. As noted above, the CPRA imposes a clear ministerial duty on Mountain View-Los

Altos Union High School District to determine whether it is in the possession of responsive, 

disclosable documents within not more than ten (10) days from receipt of Petitioner-Plaintiff’s 

request. A fourteen (14) day extension is permitted, but only if the Respondent-Defendant requests 

13 Juan Vazquez Gonzalez, MVLA changes contractors amid alleged antisemitism, ORACLE (May 
31, 2023) (emphasis added), https://mvhsoracle.com/32694/uncategorized/mvla-changes-
contractors-amid-alleged-antisemitism/.  

The Deborah Project



- 13 -
PETITION FOR WRIT OF MANDATE 

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

the extension, for an outside time limit of 24 days by which time MV-LAUHS was required to 

notify The Deborah Project whether it had disclosable responsive records and the reasons for the 

determination that some documents were non-disclosable, if any. See Cal. Gov’t Code § 

7922.535(a)-(b).  Should Mountain View-Los Altos Union High School District determine that The 

Deborah Project’s requests seek disclosable public records, the CPRA also imposes a clear duty on 

it to specify in its notification the estimated date and time when the requested records would be 

made available. Id.  

53. Mountain View-Los Altos Union High School District has failed to perform its

duties as required by the CPRA. Specifically, by its ongoing willful refusal to respond substantively 

to The Deborah Project’s set of CPRA requests which MV-LAUHSD received on February 23, 

2023, or to provide the disclosable responsive documents (or an estimated date and time when it 

would provide them), Respondent-Defendant has violated the California Constitution, Art. I, § 3, 

and the California Public Records Act, Cal. Gov’t Code §§ 7920.000 et seq., and thereby caused 

The Deborah Project to file suit to obtain the desired relief. 

54. The Deborah Project has an immediate, vital, and beneficial interest in, and right to,

the performance by MV-LAUHSD of the aforementioned duties. Petitioner-Plaintiff has no other 

plain, speedy, and adequate remedy at law. There are no material issues of fact necessary to the 

resolution of this matter that are or can be disputed. 

55. Section 10 of Article VI of the California Constitution provides that superior courts

and their judges have original jurisdiction in proceedings for extraordinary relief in the nature of 

mandamus, certiorari, and prohibition. California Government Code section 7923.000 (previously 

codified at section 6258) permits any person to institute proceedings for injunctive or declaratory 

relief or writ of mandate to enforce his or her right to inspect or to receive a copy of any public 

record under the CPRA. Code of Civil Procedure section 1085 authorizes the Court to issue a writ 

of mandate to Mountain View-Los Altos Union High School District to compel the performance of 

the aforementioned mandatory duties under the CPRA. 

The Deborah Project
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SECOND CAUSE OF ACTION  

(Declaratory Judgment and Injunctive Relief) 

56. The Deborah Project incorporates by reference the allegations contained in

paragraphs 1 through 55 above as though fully set forth at length herein. 

57. An actual controversy exists between The Deborah Project and Mountain View-Los

Altos Union High School District regarding MV-LAUHSD’s mandatory duties under the CPRA.  

58. Mountain View-Los Altos Union High School District’s failure to perform its clear

duties under the CPRA is a violation of that statute.  

59. The Deborah Project is being irreparably harmed by Mountain View-Los Altos

Union High School District’s failure to perform its duties under the CPRA, and The Deborah 

Project will continue to be irreparably harmed unless MV-LAUHSD is compelled to comply with 

the law. 

60. The Deborah Project has no plain, speedy, and adequate remedy at law.

PRAYER FOR RELIEF 

WHEREFORE, The Deborah Project respectfully prays this Court:  

1. For issuance of a writ of mandate ordering Mountain View-Los Altos Union High

School District to provide all records responsive to Petitioner-Plaintiff’s CPRA requests as set forth 

above; 

2. Alternatively, if the Court does not order immediate production of the records

requested, that it order Respondent to show cause why the records should not be released and 

prepare a log of withheld records, and thereafter issue a writ of mandate and injunction ordering the 

requested records to be disclosed; 

3. For an Order of declarative and injunctive relief, including but not limited to,

declaring that the withheld materials are public records as defined by Government Code section 

7920.530, subdivision (a) in that they contain information relating to the conduct of the people’s 

business, prepared, owned and retained by Respondent-Defendant, and are subject to disclosure as 

writings of a public agency under Article 1, § 3(b) of the California Constitution; and declaring that 

Respondent-Defendant violated the CPRA by failing to promptly respond to The Deborah Project as 

The Deborah Project
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it is required by law to so do, and also by failing to produce the requested responsive documents to 

The Deborah Project and the public; and enjoining MV-LAUHSD to provide the requested records; 

4. For a finding that Petitioner-Plaintiff is the prevailing party in this action;

5. For an award of attorney fees and costs to Petitioner-Plaintiff pursuant to

Government Code section 7923.115 or any other applicable law; 

6. For judgment accordingly; and

7. For such other and further relief as the Court may deem just and proper.

THE DEBORAH PROJECT 

DEGROOT LEGAL 

By: ______________________________ 
DAVID A. DEGROOT  

Attorneys for Petitioner-Plaintiff 
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earnedby23.AnArizonastudyfoundthatstudentsweremorelikelytograduatefromhigh

schoolandpassstandardizedexams(Cabrera,2014).

Inearly2019,EthnicStudiesactivistswerehopefulthatCaliforniawoulddevelopandapprove

anauthenticEthnicStudiescurriculum.AB331(Medina),whichrequiredtheCalifornia

DepartmentofEducation(CDE)toconstructanEthnicStudiesframework,wasseenasa
prerequisitetotheadoptionofEthnicStudiesasahighschoolgraduationrequirement.Tothat

end,theCDEselected19EthnicStudiesexpertpractitionerstodrafttheCaliforniaEthnic

StudiesModelCurriculum(ESMC).ManycurrentmembersoftheLiberatedEthnicStudies

coalitionjoinedthateffort.

TheControversyErupts

TheexpertdevelopersoftheEthnicStudiesModelCurriculumAdvisoryCommittee(ESMAC),

whorepresentedeveryregionofCalifornia,metfourtimes,laboringtodevelopacurriculum
thatcapturedthesilenced,hidden,andoftenforgottenvoicesofCaliforniansofcolor.Three
educator-writerscapturedtheirwisdomandexpertise.Thedevelopedaframeworkthatincluded:

anintroductionandoverview;courseoutlinesincludinglessonplans(IntroductiontoEthnic

Studies,AfricanAmericanStudies,ChicanxandLatinxStudies,AsianAmericanStudies,and

NativeAmericanStudies);alistingofEthnicStudiescoursesmeetingA-Grequirements;anda
glossary.TheESMACdebated,discussedanddeveloped,understandingthatdistrictscoulduse
whattheydesired,addmissingcomponents,anddeveloprelevantcurriculumfortheirspecific

context.Theframeworkwasdevelopedwithfidelitytothefield,situatedinthestrugglesof

peopleofcoloragainstracismandcolonialism,anddirectedtowardliberatoryeducation.

TheESMACwascomposedprimarilyofeducatorsofcolorwhospoketheirtruths.Whenthat

happens,privilegedvoicesriseinopposition.InSummer2019,rightwingpoliticallobbyists
organizedan"alllivesmatter"*movement,implicitlyandexplicitlyattackingtheCriticalRace
TheorythatunderliesEthnicStudiesasadiscipline.TheproposedESMCwasheavilyattacked.

TheWallStreetJournalattackedthedocumentforcritiquingcapitalism.Breitbartaddedits

voicetothechorus.CaliforniaJewishLegislativeCaucusarguedagainstthatthesocialvilifieda

socialmovementslessonthatincludedtheBDS(Boycott,DivestmentandSanctions)movement,
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SchoolDistrict,andSanLorenzoUnifiedSchoolDistrict,andaddedmembersfromtheSikh,

Korean,andothercommunitiesmissingfromtheoriginalESMCteam.

TheLiberatedEthnicStudiesModelCurriculumVision

ThepurposeoftheLESMCistopromotetheadvancementandimplementationofwell-designed
EthnicStudiescoursesandprogramsforthepurposeofadvancingstudents'academic

achievement,educationalequity,communityactivistscholarship,andcommunityleadership
skills.

Wewillaccomplishourvisionby:

1.Buildingourcapacitytocollaboratewitheducators,schooldistricts,andteacherpreparation
programscommittedtoEthnicStudies,socialchangeandeducationalequity.

2.ProvidingthebestlearningpracticesforastandardizedEthnicStudiesprogramsinpublic
educationrootedinthefieldsofAfricanAmericanStudies,AsianAmericanStudies,

Chicanx/LatinxStudies,andAmericanIndianStudies.

Honoringancestralknowledge,struggles,andfriendshipbuiltinsolidaritywitheducators,

parents,andhistoricallydisenfranchisedyouthbelongingtolow-incomecommunities.

EquippingBlack,Chicanx/Latinx,AsianAmerican,AmericanIndian/NativeAmericanand

low-incomeyouthwithskillstoparticipateincommunityadvancement,socialjustice,and

transtormativechange.

Actingasaresourceforeducatorstoengageinprofessionaldevelopmentand

implementationofEthnicStudiesthatembedsmodelsofsocialchangewithfidelitytothe

discuonne

6.Operationalizethetools,conceptsandbestteachingpractices/curriculumdevelopment

protocolsinordertoeffectivelyimplementwell-designedEthnicStudiesprogramsinpublic

education.

LESMCDefinitionofEthnicStudies

EthnicStudiesistheinterdisciplinarystudythatcentersAsianAmericans&PacificIslanders,
Chicanx/Latinx,AmericanIndians/NativeAmericans,andAfricana/Black/AfricanAmericans
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whohaveexperienced,survived,andresistedsettlercolonialism,racism,andhegemonicsystems

andstructuresofoppression.UsingEthnicStudiesepistemology,contentandpedagogy,Ethnic
Studiesaimstoeducatestudentstobesocially,politically,andeconomicallyconsciousoftheir

personalconnectionstolocaland(trans)nationalhistories.Studentsinthesecoursesstudytopics

throughtheintersectionallensesofrace,ethnicity,culture,gender,sexuality,ability,language,
immigrantstatus,andclass.Theyanalyzeindigeneity,whitesupremacy,oppression,privilege,

anddecolonization,andworktowardempowermngthemselvesasanti-racistleaderswhoengage

insocatusaceacovismacefecton.vamineaDRoeueandachondrivemerearmineand

supportthebeltedthateachpersonhasimportantnarrates,stones,andavoicetoshare

Studentswillhavetheopportunitytocultivateintersectionalsolidaritywithgroupsofpeople,

locallyand(trans)nationally,tofosteractivecommunityresponsiveness,socialengagement,

radicalhealing,andcriticalhope.

Chapters

TheLESMCcurriculumisdividedintosixchapters:

•IntroductiontoElameStudies(Eistory,DelinitionandF'edagogy)

BlackStudies

AsianAmericanStudiesincludingPacificIslander,SWANAandArabAmerican
Studies)

•AmericanIndianandNativeAmericanStudies

Chicanx/LatinxStudies

IntersectionalitiesandcomparativeBlamicStudies

GuidingPrinciples:"TheSevenC's"

TheseGuidingPrinciplesarefoundationalconceptsandpedagogicalpracticesembeddedinall

LESMClessonplansandunits.TheylaythebasisforEthnicStudiesasadisciplinedistinctfrom

multiculturaleducation.BasedonworkbyESMACcochairsAllysonTintingco-CubalesandR.

TolteckaCuauhtinandmodifiedbytheESMAC,theyhavebeenadoptedbytheLESMC:
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ProfessionalDevelopmentandSupport

TheLESMCCoalition'sscholars,activistsandpractitionersareavailableforprofessional
development,curriculumdevelopmentandguidanceoncourse/districtimplementationofEthnic
Studies.Ourgoalistoprovideaccesstoquality,alignedandliberatoryEthnicStudiestoasmany

educatorsashumanlypossible.Atthesametime,wecontinuetoadvocateforananti-racist,

anti-colonial,liberatoryEthnicStudiesforallstudentsinCalifomiaandthroughouttheUnited

States.
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Microsoft 365 

 CPRA General Folder School District Documents Mountain View Los Altos Union High School District

 Name  Modified  Modified By 

From the Desk of Lori Lowenthal Marcus, Es… February 27 Tiye Wisdom

Re- From the Desk of Lori Lowenthal Marcu… March 30 Tiye Wisdom

 New   Upload   Download  Sort     Info
From: Tiye Wisdom <twisdom@deborahproject.org>
Sent on: Thursday, February 23, 2023 9:56:55 PM
To: Superintendent.office@MVLA.Net; Teri.Faught@MVLA.Net
CC: Lori Marcus <lorilowenthalmarcus@deborahproject.org>
Subject: From the Desk of Lori Lowenthal Marcus, Esq.: Public Records Request
Attachments: MVLA PRA Request.pdf (48.61 KB)
  

Good Afternoon,

My name is Tiye Wisdom, and I am the administrative assistant at The Deborah Project. We are
requesting public records for the items attached to the letter in this email. The requested documents
can be returned to our Legal Director, Lori Lowenthal Marcus, via email at
lorilowenthalmarcus@deborahproject.org.

If you have any questions regarding this request, please get in touch with Lori Lowenthal Marcus
directly at the contact information listed above and in the letter.

Thank you for your time and assistance.

Sincerely,

Tiye Wisdom
Administrative Assistant
The Deborah Project

 Download From the Desk of Lori....eml  Info   1 / 2   
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February 23, 2023 
To: Supt. Nellie Meyer Superintendent.office@MVLA.Net 
Assoc. Supt of Educational Services Teri Faught  Teri.Faught@MVLA.Net  

Subject: California Public Records Act Request for Mountain View-Los Altos School District 

Dear Supt. Meyer and Assoc. Supt. Faught, 

Pursuant to the California Public Records Act (“CPRA”), Cal Gov’t Code §§ 7920.000 et seq. 
(previously codified at §§ 6250.00 et seq), The Deborah Project hereby requests copies of the 
records identified below from January 1, 2018 to the present: 

• All public records relating to teaching about or preparing to teach about, any of the following:
“Ethnic Studies,” “Zionism,” “Zionists,” “Israel,” “Palestine,” “Palestinians,” “Arabs,” “Arab-
Americans” in your school district, including but not limited to all training materials presented
(including but not limited to those handed out) to those attending the Ethnic Studies training by
Acosta Educational Partners on January 9 and January 30, 20223.

• Public records sufficient to show the identity of all persons responsible in whole or in part for
determining the content of your district’s teaching materials about or relating to any of the
following: “Ethnic Studies,” ”Zionism,” “Zionists,” “Israel,” “Palestine,” “Palestinians,” “Arabs”
and “Arab-Americans,” and how those persons were selected for this task, including their
connection to and knowledge about the field of ethnic studies.

• All public records relating to the consultation by your district and/or employees of your school
district with any non-school district employees regarding the teaching of or preparing to teach
about any of the following: “Ethnic Studies,” “Zionists,” “Zionism,” “Israel,” “Palestine,”
“Palestinians,” “Arabs” and “Arab-Americans.”

• All public records relating to the determination of and any compensation or financial
consideration paid or transferred to any entity or individual relating to the development of
materials used in, or consultation services regarding, teaching or training teachers to teach
about any of the following: “Ethnic Studies,” “Zionism,” “Zionists,” “Israel,” “Palestine,”
“Palestinians,” “Arabs,” and “Arab-Americans.”

Please note that under the CPRA, the definition of “all public records” includes 
“any writing containing information relating to the conduct of the public’s business 
prepared, owned, used, or retained by any state or local agency regardless of physical 
forms or contacts,” §7920.530. 

And “writing” is defined as: 
“means any handwriting, typewriting, printing, photostating, photocopying, transmitting 
by electronic mail or facsimile, and every other means of recording upon any tangible 
thing any form of communication or representation, including letters, words, pictures, 
sounds, or symbols or combinations thereof, and any record thereby created, regardless 
of the manner in which the record has been stored.”  §7920.540. 
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Please also note that while The Deborah Project is seeking the production of names and titles 
where relevant, we are not seeking phone numbers, social security numbers, or other personal 
identifying information, the disclosure of which would constitute an invasion of privacy. 
 
As required by law, please provide a response to this request within ten days of your receipt of 
this letter.   
 
Thank you for your time and attention to this matter.  
 
Sincerely,  
Lori Lowenthal Marcus, Esq. 
lorilowenthalmarcus@deborahproject.org  
Legal Director 
The Deborah Project 
P.O.Box 212 
Merion Station, PA 19066 
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From: Office, Superintendent's <superintendent.office@mvla.net>
Sent on: Wednesday, March 29, 2023 10:12:45 PM
To: Tiye Wisdom <twisdom@deborahproject.org>
CC: Teri.Faught@mvla.net; Lori Marcus <lorilowenthalmarcus@deborahproject.org>; Nellie

Meyer <nellie.meyer@mvla.net>
Subject: Re: From the Desk of Lori Lowenthal Marcus, Esq.: Public Records Request
  

Hello Tiye Wisdom, 

On behalf of the Mountain View-Los Altos Union High School District (“District”), this email
constitutes the District’s initial and final response to your February 23, 2023, request for records
pursuant to the California Public Records Act (“PRA”), Government Code section 6250 et seq. 
Your request seeks the following:

All public records relating to teaching about or preparing to teach about, any of the
following: “Ethnic Studies,” “Zionism,” “Zionists,” “Israel,” “Palestine,” “Palestinians,” “Arabs,”
“Arab-Americans” in your school district, including but not limited to all training materials
presented(including but not limited to those handed out) to those attending the Ethnic Studies
training by Acosta Educational Partners on January 9 and January 30, 20223. 
Public records sufficient to show the identity of all persons responsible in whole or in part for
determining the content of your district’s teaching materials about or relating to any of the
following: “Ethnic Studies,” ”Zionism,” “Zionists,” “Israel,” Palestine,” “Palestinians,” “Arabs”
and “Arab-Americans,” and how those persons were selected for this task, including their
connection to and knowledge about the field of ethnic studies.
All public records relating to the consultation by your district and/or employees of your school
district with any non-school district employees regarding the teaching of or preparing to teach
about any of the following: “Ethnic Studies,” “Zionists,” “Zionism,” “Israel,” “Palestine,”
“Palestinians,” “Arabs” and “Arab-Americans.”
All public records relating to the determination of and any compensation or financial
consideration paid or transferred to any entity or individual relating to the development of
materials used in, or consultation services regarding, teaching or training teachers to teach
about any of the following: “Ethnic Studies,” “Zionism,” “Zionists,” “Israel,” “Palestine,”
“Palestinians,” “Arabs,” and “Arab-Americans.”

The District understands its obligation under the PRA to assist you with making a focused and
effective request that would facilitate the identification of responsive records.  (Gov. Code, §
6253.1.)  If, at any time, you believe that the District has improperly interpreted your requests or
you would like to clarify your requests, please contact our office to explain your position, and the
District will take it under consideration and/or should you desire District assistance in clarifying your
requests.

At the outset, please be advised that the PRA does not require public agencies to make disclosable
documents available within a certain time frame or by a set date established by the requester. 
Rather, Government Code section 6253(c) merely requires that a public agency make an initial
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Page 2 of 3about:srcdoc

determination of whether it has disclosable records in its possession that are responsive to the
request within ten (10) days of receipt of a request.  Further, the PRA exempts certain categories of
records and some of those exceptions may apply directly to your request.  (See Gov. Code §§ 6252
and 6254.)  To the extent that any responsive records fall within any of the categories covered by
one or more of the exemptions, please be advised that the District will not produce those records
as they are exempt from disclosure under the PRA.

Although the PRA requires a public agency to communicate its initial determination of whether it
has disclosable records that are responsive to a request for reasonably identifiable records within
ten (10) days of receipt of such request, a public agency may extend this deadline to make its initial
determination in certain circumstances.  (Government Code section 6253(c).)  Specifically, the time
limit to provide a requester with a determination of whether the public agency has responsive,
disclosable records may be extended up to fourteen (14) days by written notice setting forth the
reasons for the extension and when a determination is expected.

Please be advised that the District will require additional time to fully respond as authorized by
Government Code sections 6253(c)(1) and (c)(2) because of the scope and broadness of the
Request.  The District hopes that it will be able to determine whether it is in possession of public
records by April 7, 2023. The District will notify you if it is able to complete its search within the
specified time.

Sincerely, 

Debbie Maher
Executive Assistant
Office of the Superintendent
Mountain View Los Altos Union High School District
1299 Bryant Avenue
Mountain View, CA 94040
(650) 940-4650, X0011
superintendent.office@mvla.net

On Thu, Feb 23, 2023 at 1:57 PM Tiye Wisdom <twisdom@deborahproject.org> wrote:
>
> Good Afternoon,
>
> My name is Tiye Wisdom, and I am the administrative assistant at The Deborah Project. We are
requesting public records for the items attached to the letter in this email. The requested
documents can be returned to our Legal Director, Lori Lowenthal Marcus, via email at
lorilowenthalmarcus@deborahproject.org.
>
> If you have any questions regarding this request, please get in touch with Lori Lowenthal Marcus
directly at the contact information listed above and in the letter.
>
> Thank you for your time and assistance.
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>
> Sincerely,
>
>
> Tiye Wisdom
> Administrative Assistant
> The Deborah Project
>
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