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Lori Lowenthal Marcus (Pro Hac Vice to be filed)  
THE DEBORAH PROJECT, INC. 
P.O. Box 212  
Merion Station, PA 19066  
Tel.: (610) 880-0100  
Email: lorilowenthalmarcus@deborahproject.org  
 
David A. DeGroot, Cal. Bar No. 168073 
DEGROOT LEGAL 
161 29th Street 
San Francisco, California 94110 
Tel.: (415) 824-4662 
E mail: david@degrootlegal.com 
 
Attorneys for Plaintiff 
THE DEBORAH PROJECT, INC. 
 
 

SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

COUNTY OF ALAMEDA 

 

THE DEBORAH PROJECT, INC., a 
Maryland non-profit corporation, 

 
Petitioner-Plaintiff, 

 
v. 

 
HAYWARD UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT, 
 

Respondent-Defendant. 
 

 Case No.  
 
PETITION FOR WRIT OF MANDATE 
OR, IN THE ALTERNATIVE, 
COMPLAINT FOR DECLARATORY 
RELIEF AND INJUNCTIVE RELIEF 

 
INTRODUCTION 

1. Pursuant to Government Code §§ 7920.000 et seq., Petitioner-Plaintiff The 

Deborah Project, Inc. (“Petitioner” or “The Deborah Project”) petitions this court for declaratory 

relief and a writ of mandate requiring Respondent Hayward Unified School District 

(“Respondent” or “HUSD”) to promptly and substantively respond to requests made by Petitioner 

for certain public records and provide responsive records as required under the California Public 

Records Act (Gov. Code § 7920.000 et seq.)(“CPRA”). Petitioner also seeks issuance of a writ 

under those provisions of the California Constitution securing public access to government 

documents and records. See Cal. Const., Art 1 § 3(b)(1).  
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NATURE OF THE ACTION 

2. This Petition, and the Public Records Act requests enforced by this Petition, are 

brought to secure HUSD’s compliance with its duty to publicly disclose documents revealing what 

is actually being taught in HUSD’s publicly financed public schools relating to the subject of 

Ethnic Studies in general, and about the Jewish commitment to Zionism, and Israeli-Americans, in 

particular.  

3. HUSD has signed a contract obliging it to pay tens of thousands of dollars of public 

money to an entity—the Liberated Ethnic Studies Model Curriculum Consortium (“LESMCC”)— 

which promotes the teaching of a uniquely antisemitic view about the Jewish commitment to Zion, 

and which also promotes the practice of hiding the teaching of these views from parents, the 

public, and any supervisory school employees who might be opposed to the teaching of this view.  

On July 28, 2022, a newspaper reported that HUSD had contracted to pay $35,395 to LESMCC.1 

4. LESMCC’s teaching on these subjects is barred by California law: not only by its 

general provisions proscribing the teaching of bias on the basis of nationality, ethnicity and 

religion, but also by the specific provisions of Assembly Bill 101, which was adopted in 2021 by 

the California legislature, and signed by Governor Newsom, specifically because it had been 

modified to explicitly bar the teaching of the position about the Jewish State which is advocated 

by LESMCC. California’s A.B. 101 requires that all California public high school students must 

have completed at least one three credit ethnic studies course in order to graduate. Cal Ed. Code 

§51225.3.  

5. LESMCC has publicly admitted this fact, and publicly proclaimed its intention to 

violate the state-imposed ban on LESMCC’s promotion of this antisemitic material. 

6. Thus Cecily Myart-Cruz, an advocate for the use of LESMCC’s materials, stated at 

an April 13, 2021, public meeting, that the inclusion of all cultures, ethnicities, nationalities, and 

 
1 Gabe Stutman, Hayward schools sign contract with ‘Liberated’ ethnic studies group, J. - THE 

JEWISH NEWS OF NORTHERN CALIFORNIA (July 28, 2022), 
https://jweekly.com/2022/07/28/hayward-schools-sign-contract-with-liberated-ethnic-
studies-group/.  
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religions in ethnic studies courses is wrong and that “authentic” ethnic studies is “not cultural 

diversity” and “not multiculturalism.” Myart-Cruz said then that the curricular material and 

position on the content of Ethnic Studies as adopted by the State of California is “not actually 

ethnic studies.” 

7.  At the same session, Theresa Montaño, LESMCC’s Secretary, said that ethnic 

studies is not about empowering all students but only those from the four “racialized” groups 

recognized by LESMCC. It explicitly condemns as wrong—and proclaims the need and its 

intention to reverse or circumvent—the decision by the government of California to remove 

antisemitic and anti-Zionist material from the Ethnic Studies Curriculum. LESMCC complains in 

materials on its website that California’s government, by stripping those materials and references,  

[t]he ESMC [Ethnic Studies Model Curriculum] that the state Board of  
Education approved in March 2021 bears so little relation to the original 
draft that every member of the ESMC demanded that their name be 
removed.  

LESMC Story (https://www.liberatedethnicstudies.org/lesmc-story.html), attached hereto 

as Exhibit A at 4. 

8. LESMCC explicitly teaches that the decision made by the California government to 

alter the ethnic studies curriculum that they drafted was caused by “[t]he state’s submission to 

rightwing demagogues and lobbyists.” Id. at 5. 

9. LESMCC explicitly instructs teachers using its curriculum and teaching materials 

to hide what they are doing from the public, parents, and School District supervisors. LESMCC 

teaching materials advise teachers to ask themselves: “if you tell [others] about your plans,” is the 

teacher’s “administration likely to be supportive?” if not, teachers are advised that they may well 

be “better off trying to fly under the radar.” Teach Palestine2, Exhibit. B at 8.  

10. Similarly, LESMCC materials advise teachers to teach Liberated Ethnic Studies in 

secret if that is the course most likely to allow such teaching at all: “Be Strategic!” Teach Palestine 

 
2 This material was removed from the LESMCC website some time during 2022, but was 

retrieved using the Wayback Machine, a digital archive of the World Wide Web. 
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Exhibit. B at 7. Perhaps, LESMC recommends, teachers should take as role models other 

“educators” “who shut their doors and teach their students liberatory [sic] curriculum.” Teach 

Palestine, Exhibit. B at 12. 

11. On June 23, 2021, the Hayward Unified School District (HUSD) Board of Trustees 

voted unanimously to approve a new Ethnic Studies policy3 which, in line with the approach 

promoted by LESMCC, puts into the public school curriculum exactly the material whose removal 

was mandated by the State of California in A.B. 101. Hayward’s description of its curriculum 

states that “[t]he District unequivocally values the inclusion of material particularly in light of the 

State’s removal of these narratives from the CA Model Ethnic Studies Curriculum in 2021.4” 

12. As more fully alleged below, Petitioner has served upon Respondent sets of Public 

Record Act requests which, among other things, call for the production of documents relating to 

the terms of the contract between HUSD and LESMCC; the formation of that contract; and the 

actions taken by HUSD and LESMCC pursuant to that contract. The above facts make clear that 

HUSD necessarily has documents responsive to Petitioner’s requests. 

13. Alameda County is home to a substantial population of Israeli-Americans and a 

substantial population of Jewish Americans. These citizens of California are fully entitled to 

ensure that the public schools of this County do not preach bias against them on the basis of their 

nationality, ethnicity, or religion. And they are fully entitled to know whether that right is being 

fulfilled by the public schools of this County. 

14. As more fully alleged below, Respondent has failed to respond to Petitioner’s PRA 

requests and has produced absolutely nothing in response to it—thereby preventing Petitioner, and 

the public—including the parents of children enrolled in HUSD—from learning what HUSD is 

actually teaching on these topics, and whether HUSD is complying with the mandates of 

 
3 Press release, HUSD Board of Trustees vote to approve Ethnic Studies Policy, HUSD (June 25, 

2021), available online at https://www.husd.us/pf4/cms2/news_themed_ 
display?id=1624611250631 (archived version at https://web.archive.org/web/ 
20220115161220/https://www.husd.us/pf4/cms2/news_themed_display?id=1624611250631).  

4 HUSD Ethnic Studies Board Policy, unanimously adopted June 23, 2021, available at 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1c9HnygNvHSrusmzEJfRAd8L0OMknvWm8/view.  
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California law barring the teaching of antisemitic material and material that discriminates against 

Israeli-Americans and against the Jewish commitment to Zion. 

 

PARTIES 

15. Petitioner-Plaintiff The Deborah Project, Inc. is a non-profit, tax-exempt 

organization recognized under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code and organized 

under the laws of the state of Maryland, dedicated to uncovering, publicizing, and dismantling 

antisemitic abuses in educational systems. 

16. The Deborah Project is a member of the public under the CPRA, Gov. Code 

§ 7920.520. 

17. The Deborah Project is beneficially interested in the outcome of these proceedings 

and has a clear, present, and substantial right to the relief sought herein and has no adequate 

remedy at law apart from that sought in this Petition. 

18. Respondent-Defendant Hayward Unified School District is and at all relevant times 

has been a “local agency” as that term is defined in Gov. Code § 7920.510. HUSD operates public 

schools in (part of) Alameda County, California. Respondent is the legal custodian of the records 

at issue in this lawsuit. HUSD maintains its primary administrative offices at 24411 Amador 

Street, Hayward, California 94544, is a legal resident of Alameda County, California, and is 

amenable to service of process in Alameda County. 

JURISDICTION AND VENUE 

19. This Court has jurisdiction over this matter pursuant to Section 10 of Article VI of 

the California Constitution, Code of Civil Procedure sections 1060 and 1085, and Gov. Code 

§§ 7923.000 -7923.115. 

20. Venue is proper in this Court as Respondent and the public records at issue are 

located within the County of Alameda, and events giving rise to the claims occurred in the County 

of Alameda. 
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DISCLOSURE REQUIREMENTS UNDER THE 

CALIFORNIA PUBLIC RECORDS ACT 

21. The State of California enacted its Public Records Act for the explicit purpose of 

increasing freedom of information by giving the public access to information in possession of 

public agencies. See CBS, Inc. v. Block, 42 Cal 3d. 646,651 (1986). The California legislature 

proclaimed that “[i]mplicit in the democratic process is the notion that government should be 

accountable for its actions. In order to verify accountability,” the legislature continued, the public 

“must have access to government files. Such access permits checks against the arbitrary exercise 

of official power and secrecy in the political process.” CBS, 42 Cal.3d at 651. 

22. The CPRA requires that all records “containing information relating to the conduct 

of the public’s business prepared, owned, used, or retained by any state or local agency” must be 

made publicly available for inspection and copying upon request, unless those records are exempt 

from disclosure. Gov. Code §§ 7922.525(a)-(b); 7920.530. If a Respondent claims that some 

documents are exempt from disclosure, it must disclose all non-exempt material. Gov. Code 

§ 792.525. 

23. “All public records are subject to disclosure unless the Legislature has expressly 

provided to the contrary.” Sierra Club v Superior Court, 57 Cal.4th 157, 165-66 (2013). 

24. If a Respondent claims that any request is completely or in part denied, that must 

be in writing and must set forth the names and titles or position of each person responsible for the 

denial. Gov. Code §§ 7922.540 (a)-(b). 

25. Should the CPRA requestor prevail in litigation, “the court shall award court costs 

and attorney fees to the requestor.” Gov. Code §7923.115(a). 

26. The California Constitution also guarantees that the records of public agencies be 

open to the public. Laws such as the CPRA must be “broadly construed” if it furthers the people’s 

right to access and “narrowly construed” if it limits the right of access. Cal. Const. Art. 1, 

§3(b)(2). 
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FACTUAL ALLEGATIONS 

27. On January 6, 2023, The Deborah Project sent an email inquiry to Respondent 

HUSD, asking to whom a public records inquiry to HUSD should be directed. Later that same day 

Hector Garcia, HUSD’s Director of Curriculum, Instruction and Assessment, Educational 

Services, responded to The Deborah Project directing: “Inquiries regarding any PRA requests can 

be made to our Public Information Director, Michael Bazeley (mbazeley@husd.k12.ca.us).” (A 

copy of The Deborah Project’s January 6 inquiry and HUSD’s answer from the same date are 

attached to this Petition-Complaint as Exhibit “C”.) 

28. By cover email dated January 13, 2023, The Deborah Project submitted a written 

CPRA request to HUSD seeking the disclosure of four (4) categories of public records. Following 

Mr. Garcia’s instruction, the CPRA inquiry was directed to the email address of HUSD’s Public 

Information Director, Michael Bazeley, at mbazeley@husd.k12.ca.us. (A copy of Petitioner’s 

January 13 cover email and request letter is attached to this Petition-Complaint as Exhibit “D”.) 

29. As set forth in the request letter, the requests sought the following documents from 

January 1, 2020, until the present: 

a. “All public records relating to teaching about or preparing to teach about 
Israel, Palestine, and/or Palestinians in your school district. 

 
b. “Public records sufficient to show the identity of all persons responsible for 

determining the content of your district’s teaching materials about or relating 
to ethnic studies, Israel, Palestine, and/or the Palestinians. 

 
c. “All public records relating to the consultation by employees of your school 

district with any non-school district employees regarding the teaching of or 
preparing to teach ethnic studies, Israel, Palestine, and/or the Palestinians.  

 
d. “Documents sufficient to show any compensation or financial consideration 

paid or transferred to any entity or individual relating to the development of 
materials used in, or consultation services regarding, teaching or training 
teachers to teach about Israel, Palestine, and/or the Palestinians.” 
 

30. On February 16, 2023, which was well past the ten day period during which HUSD 

was required under the CPRA to respond but had failed to do so, The Deborah Project reached out 

to HUSD asking it to confirm receipt of the request and to provide a response. (A copy of The 

Deborah Project’s February 16 email is attached to this Petition-Complaint as Exhibit “E”.) 
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31. Also on February 16, The Deborah Project received what appears to be an 

automatic response from Bazeley to its February 16 follow-up. HUSD’s February 16 email stated: 

I will be out of the office on leave into the first week of March. I will check email on 
a very limited basis. I encourage you to take advantage of the information below as 
I may not respond or a response may be significantly delayed…. 
 
For public records requests, please contact Lisa Cote at lcote@husd.k12.ca.us 
 

(A copy of Bazeley’s February 16 response email is attached to this Petition-Complaint as Exhibit 

“F”.) 

32. On that same date, February 16, The Deborah Project sent an email to HUSD’s 

designated employee Lisa Cote, forwarding its January 13 requests to her. (A copy of The 

Deborah Project’s February 16 cover email to Cote is attached to this Petition-Complaint as 

Exhibit “G”, at 2.) 

33. Cote responded by email on February 16. In her response she wrote: “I will work 

with the department that can obtain the records as requested.” (A copy of Cote’s February 16 

response email is attached to this Petition-Complaint as Exhibit “G”, at 1.) 

34. On February 24, The Deborah Project sent a revised CPRA request to HUSD via 

email to Cote. (A copy of The Deborah Project’s February 24 request letter is attached as Exhibit 

“I”.)  

35. As set forth in The Deborah Project’s February 24 CPRA letter (Exhibit I), the 

requests sought the following documents from January 1, 2018, to the present: 

a. All public records relating to teaching about, or preparing to teach about, any 
of the following: “Ethnic Studies,” “Zionism,” “Zionists,” “Israel,” 
“Palestine,” “Palestinians,” “Arabs,” “Arab-Americans”, including but not 
limited to all training materials presented and/or distributed to HUSD 
teachers and other employees.  

 
b. Public records sufficient to show the identity of all persons responsible in 

whole or in part for determining the content of your district’s teaching 
materials about or relating to any of the following: “Ethnic Studies,” 
”Zionism,” “Zionists,” “Israel,” “Palestine,” “Palestinians,” “Arabs” and 
“Arab-Americans,” and how those persons were selected for this task, 
including any previous connection to and/or knowledge about the field of 
ethnic studies. 
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c. All public records relating to the consultation by your district and/or 
employees of your school district with any non-school district employees 
regarding the teaching of or preparing to teach about any of the following: 
“Ethnic Studies,” “Zionists,” “Zionism,” “Israel,” “Palestine,”  
“Palestinians,” “Arabs” and “Arab-Americans.”   

 
d. All public records relating to the determination of and any compensation or 

financial consideration paid or transferred to any entity or individual relating 
to the development of materials used in, or consultation services regarding, 
teaching or training teachers to teach about any of the following: “Ethnic 
Studies,” “Zionism,” “Zionists,” “Israel,” “Palestine,” “Palestinians,” 
“Arabs,” and “Arab-Americans. 
 

36. It has been more than nine weeks since the delivery to HUSD of Petitioner’s last set 

of PRA requests. Nine weeks is shockingly beyond the length of time which  a public agency such 

as HUSD is required under the CPRA to respond to a request made pursuant to that Act. The 

Deborah Project has received no communication whatsoever from the Hayward United School 

District since the one sentence reply sent on its behalf on February 16. The HUSD has neither 

informed The Deborah Project whether the records it requested are disclosable; nor, if so, has it 

provided an estimated date and time when the requested records will be made available, as 

required by California Government Code section 7922.535. 

37. Aside from having a legal right to a response to its requests, The Deborah Project 

has strong reason to believe HUSD has responsive documents. 

38. The documents referenced in footnotes 1 and 2, supra, demonstrate that HUSD 

indeed has records responsive to each of the four categories requested, including but not limited 

to: the contract or contracts with LESMCC, any change orders, and payment records; records of 

HUSD’s actual consultation with LESMCC (and any other consultants) including assistance in the 

development of lesson plans, curriculum content and source material; records identifying all 

persons responsible for determining the content of HUSD’s teaching materials about ethnic 

studies, Israel, Zionism, Palestine, and/or the Palestinians; and also including but not limited to 

records relating to the curriculum HUSD has developed or bought that teaches about Israel, 

Zionism, Palestine, and/or Palestinians, as well as actual course syllabi. 
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39. For the reasons listed above, Hayward Unified School District’s refusal to provide 

a timely, substantive response to either the January or the February PRA requests submitted to it 

by The Deborah Project constitutes an unlawful and ongoing violation of the California Public 

Records Act. 

FIRST CAUSE OF ACTION 

(Writ of Mandate For Violation of Public Records Act, 

Cal. Gov’t Code §§ 7920.000 et seq. (previously codified at §§ 6250 et seq.)) 

40. The Deborah Project incorporates by reference the allegations contained in 

paragraphs 1 through 39 above as though fully set forth at length herein. 

41. The CPRA imposes a clear ministerial duty on Hayward Unified School District to 

determine, within not more than 10 days from receipt of Petitioner’s requests (a 14 day extension 

is permitted, but only if the Respondent requests the extension. HUSD did not bother to ask for an 

extension), whether the requests seek copies of disclosable public records in Hayward Unified 

School District’s possession and to promptly notify Petitioner of the determination and the reasons 

for the determination. See Cal. Gov’t Code § 7922.535(a)-(b). The CPRA also imposes a clear 

duty on Hayward Unified School District, if it determines that The Deborah Project’s requests 

seek disclosable public records, to specify in its notification the estimated date and time when the 

requested records would be made available. Id. 

42. Hayward Unified School District has failed to perform its duties as required by the 

CPRA. Specifically, by its ongoing willful refusal to respond substantively to The Deborah 

Project’s initial set of CPRA requests which HUSD received on January 6, 2023, or even to 

acknowledge The Deborah Project’s February 24, 2023 requests, to acknowledge that it has 

documents responsive to the requests, or to provide the responsive documents (or an estimated 

date and time when it would provide them), Respondent has violated the California Constitution, 

Art. I, § 3, and the California Public Records Act, Cal. Gov’t Code §§ 7920.000 et seq., and 

thereby caused The Deborah Project to file suit to obtain the desired relief. 

43. The Deborah Project has an immediate, vital, and beneficial interest in, and right to, 

the performance by HUSD of the aforementioned duties. Petitioner has no other plain, speedy, and 
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adequate remedy at law. There are no material issues of fact necessary to the resolution of this 

matter that are or can be disputed. 

44. Section 10 of Article VI of the California Constitution provides that superior courts 

and their judges have original jurisdiction in proceedings for extraordinary relief in the nature of 

mandamus, certiorari, and prohibition. California Government Code section 7923.000 permits any 

person to institute proceedings for injunctive or declaratory relief or writ of mandate to enforce his 

or her right to inspect or to receive a copy of any public record under the CPRA. Code of Civil 

Procedure section 1085 authorizes the Court to issue a writ of mandate to Hayward Unified School 

District to compel the performance of the aforementioned mandatory duties under the CPRA. 

SECOND CAUSE OF ACTION  

(Declaratory Judgment and Injunctive Relief) 

45. The Deborah Project incorporates by reference the allegations contained in 

paragraphs 1 through 44 above as though fully set forth at length herein. 

46. An actual controversy exists between The Deborah Project and Hayward Unified 

School District regarding HUSD’s mandatory duties under the CPRA. 

47. Hayward Unified School District’s failures to perform its clear duties under the 

CPRA is a violation of that statute. 

48. The Deborah Project is being irreparably harmed by Hayward Unified School 

District’s failure to perform its duties under the CPRA, and The Deborah Project will continue to 

be irreparably harmed unless HUSD is compelled to comply with the law. 

49. The Deborah Project has no plain, speedy, and adequate remedy at law. 

PRAYER FOR RELIEF 

WHEREFORE, The Deborah Project respectfully prays that this Court:  

1. Issue a writ of mandate ordering Hayward Unified School District to provide all 

records responsive to Petitioner’s CPRA requests as set forth above;  

2. Alternatively, if the Court does not immediately order production of the records 

requested, that it order Respondent to show cause why the records should not be released and to 
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prepare a log of withheld records, and that it thereafter issue a writ of mandate and injunction 

ordering the requested records to be disclosed;  

3. For an Order declaring declarative and injunctive relief, including but not limited to,

declaring that the withheld materials are public records as defined by Government Code section 

7920.530, subdivision (a) in that they contain information relating to the conduct of the people’s 

business, prepared, owned and retained by Respondent, and are subject to disclosure as writings of 

a public agency under Article 1, § 3(b) of the California Constitution, and declaring that Respondent 

violated the CPRA by failing to promptly respond to The Deborah Project as it is required by law 

to so do, and also by failing to produce the requested responsive documents to The Deborah Project 

and the public; and enjoining HUSD to provide the requested records; 

4. For a finding that Petitioner is the prevailing party in this action;

5. For an award of attorney fees and costs to Petitioner pursuant to Government Code

section 7923.115 or any other applicable law; 

6. For judgment accordingly; and

7. For such other and further relief as the Court may deem just and proper.

Dated:  May 5, 2023 

THE DEBORAH PROJECT, INC. 

DEGROOT LEGAL 

By 
DAVID A. DEGROOT 
Attorneys for Plaintiff 

THE DEBORAH PROJECT, INC. 
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From: Garcia, Hector hgarcia@husd.k12.ca.us
Subject: Re: Public Records Act (PRA) Request

Date: January 6, 2023 at 2:59 PM
To: Tiye Wisdom twisdom@deborahproject.org

Hi Mr. Wisdom, 

Inquiries regarding any PRA requests can be made to our Public Information Director, Michael
Bazeley (mbazeley@husd.k12.ca.us).

Thanks,

Hector
Hayward Unified School District

Hector Garcia
Director of Curriculum, Instruction and Assessment, Educational Services

24411 Amador Street
Hayward, CA 94544
T 510.784.2618
www.husd.us

On Fri, Jan 6, 2023 at 11:38 AM Tiye Wisdom <twisdom@deborahproject.org> wrote:
Hello,	

My	name	is	Tiye	Wisdom.	I	am	a	looking	for	someone	to	get	in	contact	with	pertaining	to
a	Public	Records	Act	(PRA)	Request.	Please	forward	me	to	the	best	point	of	contact
regarding	this	maDer.

Thank	you,	

Tiye	Wisdom

C-01

The
 D

eb
ora

h P
roj

ec
t

mailto:Hectorhgarcia@husd.k12.ca.us
mailto:Hectorhgarcia@husd.k12.ca.us
mailto:Wisdomtwisdom@deborahproject.org
mailto:Wisdomtwisdom@deborahproject.org
mailto:mbazeley@husd.k12.ca.us
http://www.husd.us/
https://www.facebook.com/madeinhayward/
https://twitter.com/MadeinHayward
mailto:twisdom@deborahproject.org


EXHIBIT D 
to Hayward 
PRA 
Petition 

The
 D

eb
ora

h P
roj

ec
t



Friday, January 13, 2023 
To: 
Hayward Unified School District 
24411 Amador Street 
Hayward, CA 94544 

Subject: Public Records Act (PRA) Request for Hayward Unified School District 

To Whom It May Concern:  

Pursuant to the California Public Records Act (Government Code Section 6250 et seq.). 
I hereby request copies of the records identified below from January 1, 2020, to the 
present, and that they be sent to the email address in the signature block below: 

• All public records relating to teaching about or preparing to teach about Israel,
Palestine, and/or Palestinians in your school district.

• Public records sufficient to show the identity of all persons responsible for determining
the content of your district’s teaching materials about or relating to ethnic studies,
Israel, Palestine, and/or the Palestinians.

• All public records relating to the consultation by employees of your school district with
any non-school district employees regarding the teaching of or preparing to teach
ethnic studies, Israel, Palestine, and/or the Palestinians.

• Documents sufficient to show any compensation or financial consideration paid or
transferred to any entity or individual relating to the development of materials used in,
or consultation services regarding, teaching or training teachers to teach about Israel,
Palestine, and/or the Palestinians.

As required by law, please provide a resolution to this request within ten days of your 
receipt of this letter.   

Thank you for your time and attention to this matter. 

Sincerely,  
Lori Lowenthal Marcus, Esq. 
lorilowenthalmarcus@deborahproject.org 
The Deborah Project 
P.O.Box 212 
Merion Station, PA 19066 
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From: Tiye Wisdom twisdom@deborahproject.org
Subject: Public Records Request

Date: February 16, 2023 at 11:14 AM
To: mbazeley@husd.k12.ca.us

Good	Morning,	

I'd	like	to	confirm	that	you	received	the	le9er	a9ached	to	this	email	that	was	previously
sent	on	January	13,	2023.	

Thank	you,	

Tiye	Wisdom
Administra*ve	Assistant
The	Deborah	Project

From:	Tiye	Wisdom
Sent:	Friday,	January	13,	2023	2:56	PM
To:	mbazeley@husd.k12.ca.us	<mbazeley@husd.k12.ca.us>
Subject:	From	the	Desk	of	Lori	Lowenthal	Marcus,	Esq.:	Public	Records	Request

Good	AVernoon,

My	name	is	Tiye	Wisdom,	and	I	am	the	administraWve	assistant	at	Deborah	Project.	We	are
requesWng	public	records	for	the	items	a9ached	to	the	le9er	in	this	email.	The	requested
documents	can	be	returned	to	our	Legal	Director,	Lori	Lowenthal	Marcus,	via	email	at
lorilowenthalmarcus@deborahproject.org.	The	public	records	must	be	obtained	within	ten	days
of	receiving	this	le9er	to	move	forward	with	the	request	on	Wme.

If	you	have	any	quesWons	regarding	this	request,	please	get	in	touch	with	Lori	Lowenthal	Marcus
directly	at	the	contact	informaWon	listed	above	and	in	the	le9er.

Thank	you	for	your	Wme	and	assistance.

Sincerely,

Tiye	Wisdom
Administra*ve	Assistant
The	Deborah	Project

Hayward Unified 
School…RA.pdf
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From: Bazeley, Michael mbazeley@husd.k12.ca.us
Subject: I am unavailable Re: Public Records Request

Date: February 16, 2023 at 11:14 AM
To: twisdom@deborahproject.org

Greetings,

I will be out of the office on leave into the first week of March. I
will check email on a very limited basis. I encourage you to take
advantage of the information below as I may not respond or a response
may be significantly delayed.

For issues related to internal communications (newsletters, etc.),
social media, or media relations, please reach out to Lauren McDermott
at lm117@husd.us.

For issues related to the district or school web sites, please contact
Daniel Calvo at dc871@husd.us.

For issues regarding flyers or Peachjar, please contact Ruth Valencia
at rv235@husd.us.

For public records requests, please contact Lisa Cote at lcote@husd.us

Thanks,

Michael

-- 

Michael Bazeley
Director, Public Information and Governmental Relations
*Hayward Unified School District*

24411 Amador Street

510-784-2617

Hayward, CA 94544

www.husd.us
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From: Tiye Wisdom twisdom@deborahproject.org
Subject: Fw: Public Records Request

Date: February 16, 2023 at 11:18 AM
To: lcote@husd.us

Good	Morning,	

I	previously	sent	a	public	records	request	on	January	13,	2023,	to	Michael	Bazeley.	I
reached	out	to	follow	up	on	the	request	and	I	received	an	email	direcDng	me	to	send	all
public	records	request	to	this	email.	Please	confirm	receipt	of	this	request.

We	are	requesDng	public	records	for	the	items	aHached	to	the	leHer	in	this	email.	The
requested	documents	can	be	returned	to	our	Legal	Director,	Lori	Lowenthal	Marcus,	via
email	at	lorilowenthalmarcus@deborahproject.org.	

If	you	have	any	quesDons	regarding	this	request,	please	get	in	touch	with	Lori	Lowenthal
Marcus	directly	at	the	contact	informaDon	listed	above	and	in	the	leHer.

Thank	you	for	your	Dme	and	assistance.

Sincerely,

Tiye	Wisdom
Administra*ve	Assistant
The	Deborah	Project

From:	Tiye	Wisdom	<twisdom@deborahproject.org>
Sent:	Thursday,	February	16,	2023	11:14	AM
To:	mbazeley@husd.k12.ca.us	<mbazeley@husd.k12.ca.us>
Subject:	Public	Records	Request

Good	Morning,	

I'd	like	to	confirm	that	you	received	the	leHer	aHached	to	this	email	that	was	previously
sent	on	January	13,	2023.	

Thank	you,	

Tiye	Wisdom
Administra*ve	Assistant
The	Deborah	Project
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From:	Tiye	Wisdom
Sent:	Friday,	January	13,	2023	2:56	PM
To:	mbazeley@husd.k12.ca.us	<mbazeley@husd.k12.ca.us>
Subject:	From	the	Desk	of	Lori	Lowenthal	Marcus,	Esq.:	Public	Records	Request

Good	A[ernoon,

My	name	is	Tiye	Wisdom,	and	I	am	the	administraDve	assistant	at	Deborah	Project.	We	are
requesDng	public	records	for	the	items	aHached	to	the	leHer	in	this	email.	The	requested
documents	can	be	returned	to	our	Legal	Director,	Lori	Lowenthal	Marcus,	via	email	at
lorilowenthalmarcus@deborahproject.org.	The	public	records	must	be	obtained	within	ten	days
of	receiving	this	leHer	to	move	forward	with	the	request	on	Dme.

If	you	have	any	quesDons	regarding	this	request,	please	get	in	touch	with	Lori	Lowenthal	Marcus
directly	at	the	contact	informaDon	listed	above	and	in	the	leHer.

Thank	you	for	your	Dme	and	assistance.

Sincerely,

Tiye	Wisdom
Administra*ve	Assistant
The	Deborah	Project

Hayward Unified 
School…RA.pdf

G-02

The
 D

eb
ora

h P
roj

ec
t



EXHIBIT H 
to Hayward 
PRA 
Petition 

The
 D

eb
ora

h P
roj

ec
t



From: Tiye Wisdom twisdom@deborahproject.org
Subject: Re: Fw: Public Records Request

Date: February 24, 2023 at 1:36 PM
To: Cote, Lisa lcote@husd.k12.ca.us
Cc: Lori Marcus lorilowenthalmarcus@deborahproject.org

 Good Afternoon, 

Please see the letter attached to this email. In addition, if you have any questions regarding this
request, please contact our Legal Director, Lori Lowenthal Marcus, via email at
lorilowenthalmarcus@deborahproject.org.

Thank you for your time and assistance.

Sincerely,

Tiye Wisdom
Administrative Assistant
The Deborah Project

From:	Cote,	Lisa	<lcote@husd.k12.ca.us>

Sent:	Thursday,	February	16,	2023	11:27	AM
To:	Tiye	Wisdom	<twisdom@deborahproject.org>

Subject:	Re:	Fw:	Public	Records	Request

Good Morning,

Thank you for your email.  I will work with the department that can obtain the
records as requested.

Thank You.

On Thu, Feb 16, 2023 at 8:18 AM Tiye Wisdom <twisdom@deborahproject.org> wrote:
Good	Morning,	

I	previously	sent	a	public	records	request	on	January	13,	2023,	to	Michael	Bazeley.	I

reached	out	to	follow	up	on	the	request	and	I	received	an	email	direcTng	me	to	send	all

public	records	request	to	this	email.	Please	confirm	receipt	of	this	request.

We	are	requesTng	public	records	for	the	items	aVached	to	the	leVer	in	this	email.	The

requested	documents	can	be	returned	to	our	Legal	Director,	Lori	Lowenthal	Marcus,	via

email	at	lorilowenthalmarcus@deborahproject.org.	

If	you	have	any	quesTons	regarding	this	request,	please	get	in	touch	with	Lori	Lowenthal

Marcus	directly	at	the	contact	informaTon	listed	above	and	in	the	leVer.

Thank	you	for	your	Tme	and	assistance.
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Thank	you	for	your	Tme	and	assistance.

Sincerely,

Tiye	Wisdom

Administra*ve	Assistant
The	Deborah	Project

From:	Tiye	Wisdom	<twisdom@deborahproject.org>

Sent:	Thursday,	February	16,	2023	11:14	AM
To:	mbazeley@husd.k12.ca.us	<mbazeley@husd.k12.ca.us>

Subject:	Public	Records	Request

Good	Morning,	

I'd	like	to	confirm	that	you	received	the	leVer	aVached	to	this	email	that	was	previously

sent	on	January	13,	2023.	

Thank	you,	

Tiye	Wisdom

Administra*ve	Assistant
The	Deborah	Project

From:	Tiye	Wisdom

Sent:	Friday,	January	13,	2023	2:56	PM
To:	mbazeley@husd.k12.ca.us	<mbazeley@husd.k12.ca.us>

Subject:	From	the	Desk	of	Lori	Lowenthal	Marcus,	Esq.:	Public	Records	Request

Good	A]ernoon,

My	name	is	Tiye	Wisdom,	and	I	am	the	administraTve	assistant	at	Deborah	Project.	We	are

requesTng	public	records	for	the	items	aVached	to	the	leVer	in	this	email.	The	requested

documents	can	be	returned	to	our	Legal	Director,	Lori	Lowenthal	Marcus,	via	email	at

lorilowenthalmarcus@deborahproject.org.	The	public	records	must	be	obtained	within	ten

days	of	receiving	this	leVer	to	move	forward	with	the	request	on	Tme.

If	you	have	any	quesTons	regarding	this	request,	please	get	in	touch	with	Lori	Lowenthal

Marcus	directly	at	the	contact	informaTon	listed	above	and	in	the	leVer.

Thank	you	for	your	Tme	and	assistance.
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Sincerely,

Tiye	Wisdom

Administra*ve	Assistant
The	Deborah	Project

-- 
Hayward Unified School District

Lisa M. Cote
Coordinator of Benefits and Risk Management

24411 Amador Street
Hayward, CA 94544
T 510.784.2600 ext. 72680
www.husd.us

Hayward Unified 
School…15.pdf

55 KB
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         Friday, February 24, 2023 
To: 
Hayward Unified School District 
24411 Amador Street 
Hayward, CA 94544  
 

Subject: California Public Records Act Requests for Hayward Unified School District 
 
Dear Ms. Lisa Cote,                                      
 
Pursuant to the California Public Records Act (“CPRA”), Cal Gov’t Code §§ 7920.000 et seq. 
(previously codified at §§ 6250.00 et seq). The Deborah Project requests of the Hayward Unified 
School District production of all responsive disclosable public documents within the categories 
defined below.   
 
An earlier set of requests under the CPRA was sent to you on January 13, 2023, and The Deborah 
Project sent to you a follow-up email on February 16. We verified in phone calls that you are the 
appropriate individuals to receive our requests and Ms. Lisa Cote confirmed receipt of that set of 
requests. However, your school district has failed to respond to our January 13, 2023 Request in 
any way. The refined set of requests below supplants the ones sent on January 13, 2023. 
 
Please provide copies of the records identified below from January 1, 2018 to the present: 
 
• All public records relating to teaching about, or preparing to teach about, any of the following: 
“Ethnic Studies,” “Zionism,” “Zionists,” “Israel,” “Palestine,” “Palestinians,” “Arabs,” “Arab-
Americans”, including but not limited to all training materials presented and/or distributed to 
HUSD teachers and other employees.   
 
• Public records sufficient to show the identity of all persons responsible in whole or in part for 

determining the content of your district’s teaching materials about or relating to any of the 
following: “Ethnic Studies,” ”Zionism,” “Zionists,” “Israel,” “Palestine,” “Palestinians,” “Arabs” 
and “Arab-Americans,” and how those persons were selected for this task, including any 
previous connection to and/or knowledge about the field of ethnic studies. 

 
• All public records relating to the consultation by your district and/or employees of your school 

district with any non-school district employees regarding the teaching of or preparing to teach 
about any of the following: “Ethnic Studies,” “Zionists,” “Zionism,” “Israel,” “Palestine,”  
“Palestinians,” “Arabs” and “Arab-Americans.” 
 

• All public records relating to the determination of and any compensation or financial 
consideration paid or transferred to any entity or individual relating to the development of 
materials used in, or consultation services regarding, teaching or training teachers to teach 
about any of the following: “Ethnic Studies,” “Zionism,” “Zionists,” “Israel,” “Palestine,” 
“Palestinians,” “Arabs,” and “Arab-Americans.”  
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Please note that under the CPRA, the definition of “all public records” includes 
“any writing containing information relating to the conduct of the public’s business 
prepared, owned, used, or retained by any state or local agency regardless of physical 
forms or contacts,” §7920.530. 

And “writing” is defined as: 
“means any handwriting, typewriting, printing, photostating, photocopying, transmitting 
by electronic mail or facsimile, and every other means of recording upon any tangible 
thing any form of communication or representation, including letters, words, pictures, 
sounds, or symbols or combinations thereof, and any record thereby created, regardless 
of the manner in which the record has been stored.”  §7920.540. 

Please also note that while The Deborah Project is seeking the production of individual persons’ 
names and titles where relevant, we are not seeking home or personal telephone numbers, 
social security numbers, or other personal identifying information, the disclosure of which would 
constitute an invasion of privacy. 

As required by law, please provide a response to this request within ten days of your receipt of 
this letter.   

Thank you for your time and attention to this matter. 

Sincerely,  
Lori Lowenthal Marcus, Esq. 
lorilowenthalmarcus@deborahproject.org 
Legal Director 
The Deborah Project 
P.O.Box 212 
Merion Station, PA 19066 
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